PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE BRAGA, PORTUGAL

VRS Launches Dedicated Football Financial
Crime & Integrity Practice

New specialist advisory practice confronts the governance, financial crime and integrity
risks reshaping global football — launched alongside The Football Financial Crime
Blueprint, the latest title in the Modernising Compliance™ series.

AT A GLANCE

» New practice: the VRS Football Financial Crime Risk Programme — a dedicated advisory service
for clubs, leagues, governing bodies, investors, sponsors and financial institutions.

» Why now: record investment is flowing into football through increasingly complex ownership,
sponsorship, transfer and betting structures — and integrity risk is rising with it.

> New publication: The Football Financial Crime Blueprint, by VRS Founder & CEO Oonagh van
den Berg, is available now.

BRAGA, PORTUGAL — 12 June 2026 — Virtual Risk Solutions (VRS), the international Governance,
Risk and Compliance consultancy specialising in financial crime, regulatory transformation, data
architecture and Al governance, today announced the launch of its dedicated Football Financial Crime
Risk Programme.

The initiative supports football clubs, leagues, governing bodies, investors, sponsors, financial institutions
and other stakeholders confronting increasingly complex financial crime, governance and integrity
challenges across the global football ecosystem.

The announcement coincides with the publication of The Football Financial Crime Blueprint, the latest title
in the internationally recognised Modernising Compliance™ series authored by VRS Founder and CEO,
Oonagh van den Berg.

FOOTBALL’S HIDDEN RISK LANDSCAPE

Football is one of the world’s most commercially successful industries. Behind the sport sits a sprawling
global network of ownership structures, investment vehicles, sponsorship arrangements, transfer markets,
intermediary networks, betting ecosystems, digital assets and cross-border financial flows.

As unprecedented levels of investment and commercial activity pour into the game, organisations are
increasingly exposed to:

= Money laundering = Fraud
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= Corruption = Sanctions exposure

= Ownership opacity = Sponsorship integrity
= Transfer market vulnerabilities = Betting & digital asset flows
= Governance failures = Reputational damage

These risks are too often managed in isolation. VRS believes football organisations need a holistic,
strategic approach to integrity and financial crime risk — one that sees the whole board, not just individual
pieces.

INTRODUCING THE FOOTBALL FINANCIAL CRIME RISK PROGRAMME

The VRS Football Financial Crime Risk Programme helps football stakeholders identify, assess and
strengthen their control environments through practical, intelligence-led and commercially focused
solutions.

SERVICE WHAT IT DELIVERS

Comprehensive reviews of financial crime exposure across

Football Financial Crime Risk ownership, sponsorship, transfer activity, betting ecosystems and

Assessments . .

international payment structures.
Ownership & Investment Due Enhanced due diligence on investors, beneficial owners, strategic
Diligence partners and acquisition opportunities.

Independent assessments of sponsorship arrangements, related-

Sponsorship Integrity Reviews party exposure and ownership transparency.

Governance & Control Robust governance frameworks and oversight mechanisms built
Framework Design to withstand intensifying stakeholder scrutiny.

Football Integrity Target Design and implementation of sustainable operating models
Operating Models aligned to industry best practice and organisational objectives.

Data-driven monitoring and Al-enabled oversight frameworks that

Data, Intelligence & Al sharpen transparency and risk detection.

INDUSTRY PERSPECTIVE
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Commenting on the launch, Oonagh van den Berg, Founder and CEO of VRS, said:

“Football has become one of the world’s most sophisticated financial ecosystems. Yet
conversations about financial crime and integrity remain fragmented.”

“Ownership structures, sponsorship arrangements, transfer activity, sanctions exposure,
betting ecosystems and emerging technologies are increasingly interconnected. Organisations
need frameworks that provide visibility across the entire risk landscape.”

“This programme exists to help clubs, governing bodies, investors and sponsors move beyond
reactive compliance and build sustainable, defensible and future-ready integrity frameworks.”

“The future of football will not be defined solely by success on the pitch. It will be
defined by trust, transparency, governance and institutional resilience off it.”

— OONAGH VAN DEN BERG Founder & CEO, Virtual Risk Solutions

The Football Financial Crime Blueprint

The latest title in the Modernising Compliance ™ series explores how financial crime, corruption,

sanctions, governance failures and emerging technologies are reshaping risk across global football —
with practical guidance for clubs, governing bodies, sponsors, investors, financial institutions and
regulators.

Amazon Kindle Edition

SUPPORTING THE FUTURE OF FOOTBALL

The Football Financial Crime Risk Programme forms part of VRS’s broader mission to modernise
governance, risk and compliance through stronger controls, better data, intelligent automation and
responsible Al adoption.

By combining deep expertise in financial crime prevention, governance transformation, regulatory
advisory, data architecture and Al governance, VRS helps football organisations build frameworks capable
of protecting both their institutions and the long-term integrity of the game.

ABOUT VIRTUAL RISK SOLUTIONS

Virtual Risk Solutions (VRS) is an international consultancy specialising in Governance, Risk and
Compliance transformation, financial crime risk management, regulatory advisory, data architecture, Al
governance and operational effectiveness. Headquartered in Braga, Portugal, VRS supports organisations
globally across financial services, fintech, digital assets, payments and other regulated industries — and
is recognised for its practical, data-driven approach to building sustainable, defensible and future-ready
risk management frameworks.
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https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0GDWP3VS8

MEDIA CONTACT LEARN MORE

Oonagh van den Berg Football Financial Crime Risk Programme:
Founder & CEOQO, Virtual Risk Solutions virtualrisksolutions.com/football-financial-crime-
risk-programme

The Football Financial Crime Blueprint:
Available now on Amazon

oonagh@yvirtualrisksolutions.com
www.virtualrisksolutions.com

### ENDS ###
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